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PURPOSE: To execute an image output in a color 
being faithful to input image data without impairing 
gradation. 

CONSTITUTlbN: Color image data is fetched from an 
image memory, and a counter CN1 is subjected to 
increment. Subsequently, whether the inputted color 
image data is outside a color reproducing range of an 
output system or not is decided. As a result, in the 
case its data is outside the color reproducing range, a 
counter CN2 is subjected to increment. It is executed 
wit regard to all the image data, and when it is 
finished with regard to all, a ratio of two counters 
CN1, CN2 and a threshold N are compared. When the 
ratio is below the threshold N, and only when the 
color image data is outside the color reproducing 
range of the output system, a first compression 
processing for compressing the data to the outside 
periphery of a reproducing range of the nearest 
output system is executed, and when the ratio exceeds the threshold, a second compression 
processing for compressing the data by using a function for compressing it linearly is 
instructed from a relation of a color reproducing range of an input system and the color 
reproducing range of the output system. 
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